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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8, 10-22, and 25-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Egon. Egon's hilt extends lengthwise from one end of the shaft 
substantially along the longitudinal axis defined by the shaft of the sport stick and then 
diverges at an angle just as does the applicant's hilt. Therefore, Egon discloses the grip 
as applicant has claimed it. 

Egon's grip has a smaller diameter at the finger grooves and a diameter equal to 
the shaft in between the finger grooves and at the knob at the end of the hilt. 

Concerning claims 5, 14, and 28, the finger indentation closest to the shaft may 
be considered the guard portion. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Egon in 

view of McConchie. Egon discloses an integral grip. However, as disclosed by 

McConchie it is known in the art to use a resilient material over a grip portion to 

enhance the grip. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 

done the same in constructing Egon's grip to enhance the grip. 
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Claims 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Egon in view of Chysyk. Egon discloses the claimed device with the possible 
exception of the adhesive fastener. However, as disclosed by Chysyk such is known in 
the art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have included 
such with Egon's grip as well to secure it to the shaft. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Mark S. 
Graham at telephone number 571-272-4410. // / 
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